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NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 


To: REGIONAL MEETING, DUBUQUE, 1942 





Re: THEATER AND DEFENSE 





We 8&1] have our special jobs to do jn the world emergency which now confronts us. 
But the hardest job of all is to keep on doing the everyday job a little bit better 
than we have ever done it before ... to preserve, in fact, the very fabric of civic 
and spiritual life for which we are fighting. 


In the everyday patterns of existence the theater,and particularly Catholic theater, 
is one of those jobs which we mst do better than we have ever done it before, Let 
us ask ourselves now: if the day should come here, as it has in England, when thea- 
ter has to be brought to people in strange places and under strange conditions, what 
plays would our colleges and our commmity theaters throughout the country be pre-e 
pared to play in the "catacombs" of our time? Which ere the simplest? Which best re- 
flect the American way of life? Which best make real the enduring fact of Christian- 


ity? 


Here is the chance to sharpen not only our sense of theater values but our sense of 
life values 4s well ... an involuntary variant of the old question, “what ten books 
would you take with you on 4 desert island?" (Except that the average repertory 
would have room for probably no more than three plays!) Here is a new approach to 
community repertory, and it is timely to recall that in England the Pilgrim Players 
of Canterbury and Oxford found the people hungry for the very kind of theater for 
which the Catholic Theater Conference stands: plays that sing man's faith in God, 
and man’s faith in man. 


To the Regional Meeting at Dubuque, the national office of the Conference sends 
special greetings in this time of crisis. The Mid-West session is setting the pat- 
tern for sound regional activity and is attracting national membership support which 
is vitally needed, It is hoped that similar regional sessions will follow shortly in 
the East and West. One for the South is already scheduled at Richmond early this 
summer, To Charles Costello, the Regional Chairman in the Mid-West,and to his loyal 
staff, the Conference sends its collective appreciation ,.. appreciation of one more 
theater dream come truc. 


Yes, thoater is 4 dream, A good dream, Which explains perhaps why the theater,like 
civilization, is never dying. Dreams nevor die. They @re reborn with mon of good 
will every minute of every living day. And the thoater is a dream, 6 constant drean, 
& truc dream of man's upward struggle through tho ages. 


Well, to survive, it is not enough to fight, Even in the midst of the fighting there 
must be something to dream on. What dream are you prepared to pack injp your repor- 
tory on short notice? } 
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° MID-WEST REGIONAL MEETING’ - DUBUQUE, IGA - JAN. 30, 31 AND FEB. 1, 1942 





It is with much pleasure and 2 keen sense of the honor paid to National Catholic 
Theater Conference by its mid - wostern members, that we dedicate the January issue of 
our Production Calender to the Regional Conference being hold this month at Dubudque. 

Special thanks are due the Regional Conference hosts, Loras and Clarke Colleges, 
and grateful recognition is given to all those who helped in the numberless details of 
the planning and carrying through of this vast undertaking. From the members of col- 
lege groups who mde financial donations to those who carried the great burden of tho 
work, especially Father Schroeder, Sister Mary Peter, Sister M, Alphonse, and Mr, Cos- 
tello - all have our gratitude and admiration. 

The complete program is given below, because we bolieve that only in this way can 
we do justicc to its scope and oxcellencc. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 





1:00 to 8:00 p,m. = Hotel Julion 





Registration in the Blue Room for all delegates, guests, and frionds. Registration 
fec of ‘1 will admit to a2l1 sessions and productions. 


8:00 p.m, =- Loras Auditorium 





Mary of Scotland by Maxwell Anderson, Produced by Loras Colloge Players under dircc- 
tion of Rov, Karl G. Schrocder, Discussion of production irmediatcly 
following the performanco; leader: Rev. Edward F, Carrigan,S.J., Loy- 
ola University, Chicago. 

Reception in lobby for Conforenco Members following the discussion. 








SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 





9:00 a.m. = Formal Oponing of Conference - Hotel Julicn 





Invesation: Tho Right Rov. V. J. Cascy, Rector, St. Raphocl's Cathedral, Dubuque 
Greotings: tre Charles S, Costello, Iid-West Regional Chairman 
——— The Very Rov. M, J, Martin, Prosident of Loras College 
Sister Mary Ambrose, B,V.!{., President of Clarke College 
"The Catholic Theater Conference:" Rov. F, G. Dinneen, S.J., Loyola Corrmmnity Thoate: 
_"fhoater’s Function in a Nation af War:" Dr, Franklin Dunhan, Executive Director, NOC: 











10:40 a.m. = General Session - Hotel Julion | 





“Tho Key Problem = Tho Play:" Rov, Gilbort Hartke, 0.P., Catholic University 

"Radio Dram" - \/riting Gnd Production: Rev, J. J. Donahuc, Loras College 

Demonstration of Radio Dram: Students of Clarke College; Directed by 
Sister Mary Aloysius, B.V.M. 

Discussion of Demonstration: Leader, Rev. F, T. Williams,C.S.V., Saint 
Anbrose College, Davenport, Iowa 








2:00 p.m. = Sectional Moctings - Loras Colloge 








Cormmnity and Porish Theater: Chairmen, Ir, Poul Lilly, Catholic Thoater of Detroit 





Colloge Theator: Chairman, Ifiss Ruth Klein, Marquette University, Milwaukee 
"Amateur Pretenders;" Mr, M. Kinsella, University of Detroit 


“Dram Is More Than Extra-Curricula:" Sister Mary Xavier Maric, Col- 
lege of Mt. St. Joseph on the Ohi 
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PROGRAM OF MID-WEST REGIONAL MEETING (CONTINUED) 








High School Thoater: Chairman, Sister Mary Inez, Aquinas High School, Ia Crosse, Wis. 
ction of the High School Thoator:" 
The Administrator's View - hcev. J. Fe Kundinger, Genoa, Wisconsin 


The Director's View - Mr, John Walsh,S.J., Campion High School, Prairie du Chien 
Tho High School Production - Miss Dorothy Konkowski, Tilden High School, Chisago 





4:00 p.m. - Inform@l Tea - Loras College 





4:30 p.m. - Sectional Mectings - Loras Colloge 





Choral Speaking: Chairman, lirs. Agnes Curran Hamm, Ifrquette University, Milwaukee 
Play Writing: Chairman, Sister Joan eric, Briar Cliff College, Sioux City, Iowa 
Panel: Miss Marie Agnos Foloy, The Jack and Jill Playors, Chicago 
Sistor lfary Lauroncita, B.V.M., Mundcloin College, Chicago 

Sister Marie Aileen, 0.P., Edgewood College, Madison, Wis. 

Rural Theator: Chairman, The Right Rev. Msgr. Luigi G,. Ligutti, Exccutive Socrcetary, 
National Catholic Rural Life Conferencc, Des Moines, Iowa 

“Plays for the Rural Thoater: Rev. L. Je Gannon, Dowling Colloge 
C.Y-0. Theater: Chairman, The Rov. J, F,. Kundinger, Diocesan Director, CYO, LaCrosse 
Actors® Round Table: Chairman, Miss M, E, Farmer, Rosary College, River Forest, Ill. 

















8:00 p.m. = Clarke College Auditorium 





My Heart's in the Highlands by William Saroyan. Produced by the Ambrosian Players, 
under direction of Mr, Charles S, Costello. Discussion of the 
production immediately following performance; leader: Mr. William 
Te Madden, Loyola Community Theater, Chicago. 





SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 





9:00 a,m. = St. Raphacl's Cathedral 





Pontifical High Mss: Celebrant, His Excellency, The Most Rev, Francis J, Beckman, 
Archbishop of Dubuque 





10:45 a.m. =- Gold Room - Hotel Julien 





Business ifecting of Mid West Region: !ir. Charles S, Costello presiding 





1:30 pem. = Genoral Session - Clarke College 





"Building an Audience” - Publicity: ‘Y. Courtenay Savage, The New World, Chicago 





The Program: ‘tf, Everett Quinn, Loyola Community Theater 
"Simplified Settings" - Demonstration and Discussion: lf, Frank Wurtsmith, Catholic 





Theater of Detroit 
"Dircecting:" If. David Itkin, DePaul University, Chicago 





By telegram Sister Mary Petcr informs us thet arrangements heve been 
completed for }frgarct Webster's participation in the program. Miss 
Yebster will speak on "Shakespeare Without Tears," 




































PRODUCTION SCHEDULE = JANUARY 





Detroit - Catholic Theatre Guild, "Juno 
and the Paycock," on January 8, 9, and 10, 

Worcester, Mass. - Holy Cross College 
Dramatic Society presents Emmet Lavery's 
"The First Legion” on January 10, ll, 12. 

Richmond - Catholic Theatre Guild col- 
laborating with the soldiers produces an 
original comedy skit for Arny. entertain- 
ment at Knights of Columbus Auditorium. 
Father O'Kane of the Richmond Guild has 
also written 4 patriotic musical for his 
perish in which some of the Guild members 
will participate. This is scheduled for 
January 20, On the 29th the Catholic The- 
atre Guild of Richmond will broadcast 4n 
original play as part of 4 defense program 
from the locél radio station. 

New Haven - Blackfriars have been in- 
vited to perform before the Connecticut 
State Convention of the Council of Catho- 








lic Women. Thornton Wilder's “A Happy 
Journey" has been seloctcd. Production 
January 19. 


Dubuque, Iowa - As part of the Regional 
Mecting program Loras College Players will 
repeat “Mary of Scotland” on Friday even- 
ing, January 30, at Loras Auditorium, The 
following evoning the St. Ambrose College 
Players will repeat “"Ify Heart's In The 
Highlands," originally produced at Daven- 
port in December. 





Holy Cross College Dramatic Society 
will broadcast threc plays in an intercol- 
legiate radio play series. The first Holy 
Cross broadcast is January 25. Station 
WORC, 6:30 to 7:15 p,m 


A drama tournament sponsored by the 
Brooklyn and Queens, New York, C.Y.0. gets 
under way January 16, with over twenty 
groups participating. 

Among productions we have missed noting 
are Sheridan's "The Rivals,” presented by 
Theatre Arts Guild, Grand Rapids; “Jour- 
ney*’s End," by The Harlequins, dram guild 
of Seattle Preparatory; "Death Takos & 
Holiday” et Marycrest, directcd by Charles 
Costollo. Bert Walker at Loyole University 
staged a special porformance of “Soc My 
Lawyer" for the bencfit of the MidWest 
Region. 





NOTES FROM HEADQUARTERS 





ister M, Alphonse of Springfield Juni- 
or College writes us enthusiastically of 
the reception given “Holy Night” by an in- 
vited audience, largely non-Catholic. of 
the cast of nineteen, eleven - and all the 
principals - were non-Catholics. 


From 81] sections come reports of plans 
for one-act play festivals. Father O'Kane 
is working on & program in which the 
schools of Virginia, North Carolina, and 
the District of Columbieé would be invited 
to participate. Father William Keating, 
SeJ., of Seattle Preparatory would also 
like to organize a festival in his dis- 
trict. Father Schroeder, whose annuél Mid 
West Dram Festival at Dubuque has been 
highly successful, has promised us for 4n 
early issue of the Production Calendar e 
report of his plans for the festival this 
yoar. 


Mr. Francis McDevitt of NCWC News Ser- 
vice, and former Treasurer of the Confcr- 
ence, paid us @& visit during the past 
month. At that time he hoped his travel 
schedule would include the Dubuque meeting 
Mr. Courtney Savage, who is among- the 
speakers at the Mid-West convention, also 
stopped in to see us. In addition to his 
work for The New World, Mr. Savage has 
been writing scripts for the Ave Maria 
Hour, WMCA broadcast. 


Mrs. R, Dana Skinner has graciously 4c- 
knowledged our expression of sympathy, 
and in her letter stressed Mr, Skinner's 
disappointment in not having been able to 
serve on our Executive Board when elected 
last June. 


New York Blackfriars have been receiv- 
ing so many inquiries about other produc- 
tions that they are issuing 4 bulletin 
periodically to keep patrons informed, The 
first copy this week &nnounces 4& new come- 
dy to be produced carly in February. 


The information that “Charley"s Aunt" 


has earned approximately $25,000,000 i. 
royalties during the past forty-nine year. 
would make a stimlating opening gun for 4 
round-table drama discussion. 








